
OPINION

Career, hobby or passion? 
You decide
As a perfectionist aspiring to one day turn it into a journalistic career, Grace 
Pulford promotes her own definition of photography, proving there is simply no 
one-way answer to this question, nor will that answer ever be right or wrong. 

Remember that 
saying, ‘love at first 
sight’? As for my-

self, I don’t believe in this 
at all with one exception 
though: the sea. It’s im-
possible for me to describe 
it in any way other than 
the ultimate magnet for 
my photography sessions, 
planned or unexpected and 
sometimes my only meth-
od of pure escapism from 
when life has its moments. 
If you, like me, have two 
passions you are able to 
bind into one, it can real-
ly give you something to 
show off- quite literally, as 

I did with my new Canon 
two weeks ago. Any mo-
ment of glorious, dazzling 
blue skies will have me 
racing to the seafront in 
my hometown of Deal, 
Kent for an hour of gath-
ering two or three shots to 
remind me of that day. 
That Thursday morning 
was no exception, not to 
mention that for once I 
didn’t have to suffocate 
myself in layers of winter 
clothing. As such, I made 
no hesitation with parking 
myself on the pebbles to 
set up my Canon with that 
little grin of excitement on 

my face. I had good reason 
to; looking out at the time 
towards the the glistening 
low tide and how it blend-
ed in splendidly with the 
contrast of the shadowed 
pier legs. This indecated 
to me that I’d be capturing 
some exceptional photos 
for sure. This is one of 
many rewarding elements 
of photography. Apart from 
how easy it is to get so 
lost in concentration and 
the fantastical setting. At 
that time, I admit I did get 
a little too concentrated; I 
soon found myself having 
to run backwards to avoid 

the rising tide. Though, my 
feet were grateful for the 
fresh ocean spray! Whether 
photography outings for 
me are planned or unex-
pected, there is always that 
one photo that reminds me 
of that time. In this case, 
one major factor comes to 
mind: the day I applauded 
myself for my first official 
photography session with 
a proper camera where I 
didn’t just reach into my 
pocket for my phone. The 
fact is, anyone can do that. 
I like to feel my photos 
have all had that little bit 
more effort put into them.
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Top Right During 
both glorious 
weather and 
not-so-glorious, 
you can never go 
wrong with the sea 
due to the endless 
varieties if texture 
and energy- Can-
on EOS 100d
  
Bottom Left Low 
tide of deal beach 
with the pebble 
showing them-
selves up clearly 
through the water- 
Canon EOS 100d

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Simon Swales
As a landscape photographer Simon Swales has always been closely drawn 
towards the sea and mountains- as shown in his photography. Having been a 
contributor to the OP Locations Guides since 2015, Grace Pulford puts him in 
the spotlight...
GRACE PULFORD How 
would you describe 
your work?
SIMON SWALES I am pre-
dominantly a landscape pho-
tographer. I visited the docks, 
ships and shipyards and took 
photographs to use for my 
studies.

GP How did you gain 
an interest in pho-
tography?
SS I gained my interest to 
provide reference material for 
my own studies at Liverpool 
polytechnic back in the 1980’s.  

GP Why do yo feel pho-
tography has become 
part of your life?
SS Photography has been a 
part of my life as I have spent 
a lot of my free time mountain 
walking in Scotland and the 
Lake District and it seemed a 
natural progression to record 
the vistas that I saw. 

GP What Technology 
have you used within 
your work?
SS I always use the RAW file 
format and convert to a jpg or 
TIFF using a pc so that the 
 

GP What general ad-
vice would you give to 
any amateur photogra-
pher?
SS Prepare to make a lot of  
mistakes. Eventually it will all 
come together and then you’ll 
get images that can sit with the 
best. (cameras / lenses) gets 
better all the time and com-
puting software is the digital 
darkroom.

image can be displayed on a 
monitor.  For this I use Adobe 
Photoshop. I only make minor 
adjustments with the software. 


