
EDITOR’S LETTER

If you are a young photogra-
pher-to-be picking up OP for 
the first time it may seem over-
whelming to see the capabilities of 
modern cameras and even editing 
software such as Adobe Photo-
shop and Lightroom. As a young 
photographer myself I have expe-
rienced these emotions from time 
to time. I can’t emphasise enough 
that this is one of the most off-put-
ting hurdles for anyone taking up 
photography. This from my expe-
rience too. However, proof lurks 
in this month’s OP that it doesn’t 
always have to be that daunting. 
For instance, how smartphone 
technology has advanced to the 
stage of featuring numerous but 
self-explanatory editorial tools in 
comparison to complicated pro-
cesses involving photographic 
darkrooms. In fact, the darkroom 
process makes the use of mod-
ern technology seem effortless 
to todays’ amateurs. We have the 
multi-purpose Adobe software and 
many rely on smartphones like the 

iPhone due to how self-explanatory 
it’s known to be. In my experience 
I have seen more iPhone cameras 
used than any other use of photo-
graphic technology and due to the 
ease of use from them, it’s clear to 
see why they’re so widely used.
Today’s generation has a flare for 
photography like never before, but 
why is this? This month, landscape 
photographer Simon Swales gives 
his perspective regarding how 
photography became a part his life 
as well as my own experience as 
an amateur. I’m not sure about you 
but the contrast between profes-
sionals with years of experience 
with someone who has just pur-
chased their first camera makes me 
thoroughly look forward to learn-
ing the limitless perspectives each 
photographer may hold. Whether 
you’re a professional or on the road 
to becoming one, there’s always 
still more to brush 
up upon or find love 
for within the world 
of photography! 
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at a glance

Grace Pulford on the beauty of 
Autumn photography- page 26

Grace Pulford defines her admi-
ration for photography- page 26

By placing her sunglasses 
in front of the camera lense, 
Grace Pulford captured this 
eerie dark tone effortlesly 
but spectacularly. See page 
26 for more of her journeys.

OP examines the ‘usefulness’ 
of modern cameras- page 4

Peter Cairns potrays the beauty 
of Winter photography- page 26
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